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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Historically, the Village of Anmore has drawn parks and trails direction from its Official Community 
Plan. In the face of an evolving community demographic, and an increasing Village emphasis on 
environmental and financial sustainability, the Village finds itself seeking additional guidance 
towards the management, protection, and enhancement of its Park Lands in order to meet the 
needs of the community over the next 10-year period. 

The Parks Master Plan includes an inventory of all parkland and trails within the Village, an 
overview of best practices and trends, and the development of a hierarchy of parkland categories. 
A gap analysis, including projected need, guides the identification of parkland deficiencies and 
criteria for future park land acquisition. The Master Plan identifies future trail connections that would 
strengthen the existing trail network.  

An implementation plan prioritizes recommendations with associated provision of capital and 
ongoing operational and maintenance funding requirements over the short, medium and long term 
to provide direction to Village Staff, the Parks Committee, Village Council and developers over the 
next 10 years. The Master Plan is not intended to provide specific site plans or specific budget 
recommendations. All recommendations and plans outlined within this report will be vetted by Staff 
and Council in future planning processes, as well as evaluated relative to resource and budget 
requirements.   

The preparation of the Village of Anmore Parks Master Plan involved the participation of local 
residents, Parks Committee workshops, open houses, online questionnaires and collaboration with 
Staff.  

The focus of the Master Planôs detailed analysis and recommendations is on public parks, trails 
and open spaces that are currently owned by the Village. While wilderness and environmentally 
sensitive areas make up an important part of Anmoreôs structure and character, the intent and focus 
of the Parks Master Plan is on active and passive park space and trails. Recommendations 
referencing properties that are not owned and operated by the Village are intended in a more 
general manner with the intention of guiding developers, Village Staff and Council on future park 
and trail acquisition and development. This document presents a simplified classification system. 
The use of defined categories will improve the Villageôs ability to assess the park inventory and to 
better define the goals for park acquisition. 

VISION  

The following vision and principles set the stage for the Parks Master Plan by establishing a 
framework to provide a clear set of high-level goals that will be the touchstone for evaluation of 
departmental plans and priorities in the coming years. It will also provide a benchmark to the Village 
and developers in the selection of park land. As shown in the body of the report, the vision is in line 
with the values established during the Official Community Planning Process, and during the 
development of this Master Plan.   

Vision:  Anmore parks and trails exist to create accessible outdoor 
recreation, connection with nature and social opportunities.  
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The following principles underpin this vision:  

Accessibility 

Á Parks should be physically accessible from roads and trails, located in central 
locations and inclusive and accessible to all, regardless of age, skill level or degree of 
physical mobility.  

 

Parks for Community Living 

Á Parks should be maintained as community gathering spaces as well as locations for 
play and nature interpretation.  

 

Trails for Transportation and Recreation 

Á Trails should be maintained as cross-community access as well as for recreation.   

 
Open Space and Environmental Areas for Sense of Place and Protection 

Á Open Space and Environmental Areas on Village-owned property should be safe 
guarded for environmental protection and to maintain the semi-rural character key to 
Anmoreôs sense of place.  

PARKS 

The Village of Anmore contains 17 park and open space sites over 9.57 hectares of land. However, 
much of this is not ñuseableò as neighbourhood or community park space. Based on the Villageôs 
quantity of potentially useable parkland, Anmore is undersupplied in community and 
neighbourhood parks. Although deficient compared to other communities, Village residents are in 
close proximity to significant open space, both within and outside the Village. This does not alleviate 
the need for neighbourhood park space as gathering spaces, but does somewhat reduce the need 
for large areas of active park land. The majority of Anmoreôs residential areas are served within a 
10 minute walk of park/open spaces. However, when excluding inaccessible park/open spaces 
eastern Anmore is shown to be deficient.  

At this time, it is not recommended that Anmore divest any of its current parkland and open space. 
Although many sites are not appropriate for development as parks, there is merit to retaining open 
space to protect sensitive land, and to continue to maintain the rural character of the community ï 
both of which have been identified through the master planning and OCP process as important to 
the community. Beyond the merit in retaining these sites as open space, those lands not suitable 
for park development are also challenging for residential development, and therefore would likely 
be difficult to dispose of. In the future, park acquisition should occur following the guidelines 
presented in the Master Plan. The guidelines will assist the Village, land owners and developers in 
determining appropriate land for transfer and development through Development Cost Charges 
(DCCs). Undevelopable/unusable land should only be considered for parkland acquisition where it 
protects ecosystems not otherwise represented in the system, as there are other mechanisms 
which will protect environmentally sensitive lands.  
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Primary park recommendations include: 

Á Providing additional useable park space by developing accessible open spaces to 
neighbourhood parks (Crystal Creek East, Dogwood Drive, Hummingbird drive 
parklands);  

Á Expanding Spirit Park to the south for an expanded community park with informal 
open space and all ages amenities; 

Á Acquiring and developing parkland in the north east and south east of Anmore, 
including traditional and nature play opportunities; 

Á Utilizing the provided acqusition guidelines during the future development of the IOCO 
lands; 

Á Officially naming and integrating consistent park signage into all community and 
neighbourhood parks, and 

Á Continuing to protect environmentally sensitive areas. 

Recommendations were also provided for each individual park site.  

TRAILS 

The Village of Anmore includes a number of trails, including connections to trails in adjacent 
jurisdictions such as Metro Vancouverôs Belcarra Regional Park, the City of Port Moody and BC 
Hydroôs Buntzen Lake. Trails have been highlighted as a high priority for residents. Providing low 
cost, informal opportunities for residents of all ages to be active ï both for recreation and to access 
key community destinations, trails provide a high value amenity.  

Recommendations include: 

Á Incorporating a consistent signage system and developing key trailheads; 

Á Developing a trail classification system consistent with surrounding jurisdictions; 

Á Developing a trail system that meets a range of abilities/ages/levels of mobility; 

Á Improving trail connectivity including connections between neighbourhoods and to the 
middle school including:  

o Designating Sunnyside Road as an active transportation corridor to 
supplement trails; 

o Prioritizing the completion of a continuous sidewalk on East Road, and 

o Working with Fortis to explore trail options and bridge through, or adjacent to, 
utility R.O.W. at Mountain Ayre Lane Park as a matter of priority. 

Á Improving safety:  

o Working with the School District on ñSafe Routes to Schoolò; 

o Improving trail safety at intersections with high volume roads, and 

o Designating some ñpedestrianò streets. 

Á Recruiting volunteer trail hosts to improve awareness of dog bylaws, and an adopt a 
trail program for trail maintenance, and 

Á Incorporating trails maintenance resources (staff or contractor and supplies) as a 
separate line item in the annual operating budget. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

The Parks Master Plan represents Anmoreôs acknowledgment of parks and trails as a key element 
of community life and health, and that it warrants ongoing attention, maintenance and 
advancement. The majority of the Master Plan focuses on low cost ï high pay back objectives. The 
Village should continue to monitor for grant opportunities to assist with the development of park 
and trail amenities.  

As the Village grows, it is vital that an adequate supply and quality of parkland is set aside in 
appropriate locations. Ideally, new parks would be fully developed in tandem with residences. 
Setting aside land for future park development is preferable to accepting land that is not 
developable as park land, or that does not meet the acquisition guidelines established in this Master 
Plan.  

In order to provide quality parks services and meet expectations, the Village must harness all the 
energy and resources within and around the community. The role of the Village is to be a facilitator 
and communicator, collectively drawing together the strengths, talents and resources of its 
residents, leveraging partnerships with multiple agencies and businesses, building connections 
with surrounding communities and continuing to work with all levels of governments.   

In order to achieve the vision established in this Master Plan, it is essential to continue to encourage 
community involvement and pride of ownership, such as that at Birch Wynde Park. The Village 
should work with the community on an ongoing basis to establish goals and seek input and 
assessment of progress, highlighting community success in parks, trails and recreation through the 
Village website.  

The Master Plan does not recommend any significant infrastructure, and with the exception of Spirit 
Park, the Plan presents a vision of parks with low maintenance landscape needs i.e. more 
naturalized plantings, xeriscaping, low mowing requirements etc.  

Decisions regarding integrating significant infrastructure into parks, even where grant funding is 
available for capital expenditures should be limited where maintenance costs are prohibitive, or 
where the amenity has a short life cycle and would need to be either removed or replaced within a 
short time period.   
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INTRODUCTION 

THE PURPOSE 

Why a plan?  

The Village has not previously developed a Parks Master Plan, instead drawing direction from its 
Official Community Plan. In the face of an evolving community demographic, as well as an 
increasing Village emphasis on environmental and financial sustainability, the Village finds itself 
seeking additional guidance towards the management, protection, and enhancement of its parkland 
in order to meet the needs of the community over the next 10-year period. 

The Parks Master Plan includes an inventory of all parkland and trails within the Village. It provides 
an overview of best practices and recreation trends, and the development of a hierarchy of parkland 
categories. A gap analysis, including projected need, guides the identification of parkland 
deficiencies and criteria for future park land acquisition. Further, the Master Plan identifies future 
trail connections that would strengthen the existing trail network.  

An implementation plan prioritizes recommendations with associated provision of capital and 
ongoing operational and maintenance funding requirements. The plan will provide direction to 
Village Staff, the Parks Committee, Village Council and developers over the next 10 years. This 
Plan does not provide specific site plans or specific budget recommendations. All recommendations 
and plans outlined within this report will be vetted by Staff and Council in future planning processes, 
as well as evaluated relative to resource and budget requirements.   

 

THE PROCESS 

The Parks Master Plan was completed in 5 phases:  

Á Information gathering; 

Á A facilities tour and preliminary consultation; 

Á The development of a Draft Master Plan;  

Á Review of Draft Master Plan, and 

Á The development of the Final Master Plan.  

The first phase entailed the compilation and analysis of relevant reports and data. The Village is 
currently undergoing an OCP update process, including sections on parks, trail and environment. 
Information gathered through this process, including feedback gathered in the public process, were 
used as a starting point for the development of this Parks Master Plan. The Anmore Financial 
Sustainability Plan was also reviewed, and a map of parks and trails was compiled using 
information provided by the Village, along with maps from bordering jurisdictions including the City 
of Port Moody, Metro Vancouver, BC Hydro and Village of Belcarra. Geographic data was used to 
assess the distribution and connectivity of the parks and to assemble an inventory of each park. 
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The second phase focused on community engagement through consultation with Anmore Staff, 
Parks Committee and the general public through a series of in person meetings, a public open 
house event, and an online questionnaire (see Appendices A & B). A subsequent open house was 
held to enable the public to comment on the draft recommendations (see Appendix C). 

Following revisions based off Staff, Parks Committee and public feedback, the Final Master Plan 
was presented to Village Council. 

 

Figure 1: Project Process 

CONTEXT 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

Incorporated in 1987 and now home to approximately 2,100 
residents, the Village of Anmore is located in Metro Vancouver, 
north of the City of Port Moody and along the shores of the Indian 
Arm. Approximately 27km2, the developed portion of the Village 
abuts the BC Hydro-managed Buntzen Lake Reservoir 
Recreation Area ï a well used and loved recreational amenity. 
This site, including surrounding trails, picnic facilities and an off-
leash dog area, lies adjacent to Indian Arm Provincial Park, and 
within 5km of White Pine Beach at Sasamat Lake in Belcarra 
Regional Park.  

Anmoreôs parkland includes Spirit Park, Upper Uplands Park and 
Birch Wynde Park, as well as a park lot adjacent to the 
elementary school (including tennis courts). Many other parkland 
sites are currently undeveloped. These lots include active 
recreational space, unstructured space used by the community 
for informal activities and passive use, as well as environmental 
features and inaccessible properties. In many cases, the areas 
zoned as park land are designated as environmentally sensitive 
areas (ESAs) that were set aside through Development Cost 
Charges. The Village does not currently own any municipal 
recreation facilities, such as a community centre, however, a 
number of the Villageôs school facilities have the dual purpose of 
educational programming and providing indoor and outdoor 
recreational amenities to residents. The Village has a number of 

Anmoreôs age distribution, 
as of 2011, highlighted a 
large proportion of 
youth, but lower 
proportion of seniors, 
when compared to the 
provincial average. 20% 
of Anmore residents are 
under 14, compared to 
15% provincially, while 
only 7% are over 65, 
compared to a provincial 
average of 16%. 

 

The median family 
income in the Village 
(2006, last full census 
reporting) was over 
$109,000 compared to 
only $65,787 provincially. 
The incidence of low 
income was only 2%, 
compared to a provincial 
average of 17%.  
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trails, and connects to trail systems in Port Moody, the Buntzen Lake Reservoir Recreation Area, 
and Belcarra Regional Park.   

Anmore is semi-rural in character, zoned at an average density of one single family dwellings per 
1 acre lot. As such, many residents have access to significant open space and recreation facilities 
on their own property ï or in one of several nearby Metro Vancouver or BC Hydro recreation areas. 
Nonetheless, a primary role of park land is social - providing opportunities to talk with neighbours, 
play with friends, and meet new people in a range of outdoor spaces ï from small informal 
neighbourhood parks, to larger, more programmed community parks.   

Imperial Oil Limited (IOL) is in the midst of a process to sell approximately 232 acres of the IOCO 
Lands, of which 150 acres are located in Anmore. Currently, the Villageôs Official Community Plan 
(OCP) designates the IOCO Lands as residential and identifies, through policy, that development 
will require the preparation of a comprehensive development plan, which would address land use, 
density, environmental attributes, and park land. Other upcoming developments in Anmore include 
a new middle school, to be completed in 2014.  

The Village is anticipating the development of 21 new residential lots each year, adding an average 
of 61 residents per year to the Villageôs population (VannStruth, 2013). The total population 
projected in 2024 is estimated at 3,042. 

 

ENGAGEMENT  

The development of the plan included direction from the Parks Committee and Staff, through 
several meetings and less formal communication. The general public was consulted via two online 
web questionnaires and two open house events.  

Co mmittee  Workshop s 

On December 4, 2013, the consulting team met with the Parks Committee. The session included a 
presentation on park trends, the current state of Anmoreôs park system and a discussion on park 
land divestment.  

A second workshop was held on March 12, 2014. The consulting team presented the findings of 
the first round of public consultation, and facilitated a working session, mapping potential trail 
connections. A third session was held on May 21, 2014 to review the draft.  

Staff  

Staff were engaged throughout the development of the plan through the provision of information, 
and review sessions, including consultation with the parks operations manager on park conditions 
and resourcing.   

Public Questionnaire s 

The public had the opportunity to complete a preliminary online questionnaire, through which 26 
residents provided valuable input. The questionnaire was not undertaken as a random sample 
survey. As such, it was not a statistically valid or scientific survey, and a specific confidence level 
cannot be attributed to it; however, the questionnaire provided information regarding user 
preferences, and helped to identify and confirm some key issues.  



Anmore Parks Master Plan  

 

LEES+Associates  

- 4 - 

A summary of public feedback is included below. Full results are included in Appendix B.  

Á Some respondents provided positive feedback regarding the park system, stating 
that Spirit Park is a good community gathering space, that they appreciate the tennis 
courts and programs such as running club and yoga, that Birch Wynde provides natural 
play space for children and that many of the parklands function well as access points 
to trails ï including Bert Flynn and the surrounding mountains.  

Á Others highlighted areas for improvement including opportunities for improved park 
acquisition guidelines that focus on quality as well as quantity of park land, that parks 
are small, inaccessible, spread out and poorly connected by trails and lack signage. 
One respondent requested that the structures in Birch Wynde be removed.  

Á Many residents rely on the trails and green space adjacent to the Village. Further 
connections from the Village into these lands are desired.  

Á Concern was expressed regarding the rural feel of the Village. Several respondents 
suggested retaining large patches of trees, or requiring greenbelts or other natural 
separation between developments.  

Á One of the primary comments regarding trails was the lack of signage and 
wayfinding. Residents feel that signage and trail maps would greatly facilitate further 
use of the trails.  

Á The majority of respondents requested increased trail connectivity between park 
sites and throughout the community. One resident specifically requested that trail 
connectivity not be a priority due to cost and adjacent homeowner issues.  

Á Respondents requested additional loops, and longer trails, and trails away from 
roads. A lack of connection between east and west Anmore was identified.  

Á There were widely divergent views on whether or not parks and trails should be fenced.  

Á Respondents were asked which park amenities they would like to see in the future. Top 
responses were: more trails, signage and trail maps. Several respondents identified 
a need for additional playground equipment to suit a broader age range (middle school 
aged children), upgraded Spirit Park equipment or additional opportunities at Dogwood 
Park.  

Á Other single responses were: circuit training stations along a trail, skate or bike park, a 
pool, splash park, more benches and bear proof refuse containers.  

A second questionnaire was made available online and in hard copy during the review of the draft 
master plan. Fourteen questionnaires were submitted, with 13 residents somewhat or strongly 
supporting the Parks Master Plan (the 14th responses was ñneutralò. Specific comments were 
reviewed and addressed in the Final Master Plan (Appendix C).  

 

Open House Events  

The public was also engaged through two open house events. The first, hosted early in the process 
(February 19th, 2014), was held to identify key issues in the community and was well attended by 
over 30 residents. The format included informal discussion with Village staff, members of council 
and the parks committee and the consultant team, and the opportunity to review boards and provide 



Anmore Parks Master Plan  

 

LEES+Associates  

- 5 - 

feedback. Copies of the public questionnaire were also made available. Feedback received is 
provided in Appendix A and is incorporated in the recommendations of this Plan.  

An additional open house event was hosted to review the draft recommendations, and was 
attended by approximately 30 people. 

BENEFITS OF PARKS 

The contribution of parks and recreation amenities to a community in terms of health, quality of life, 
and environmental benefits are generally well-known, but the linkages between these and a host 
of broader-reaching benefits are now believed to be stronger than previously recognized. The 
Canadian Parks and Recreation Association1 has compiled research and evidence that points to 
eight key benefits of parks and recreation.   

Recreation, sports, arts, culture, and parks are: 

Á Essential to personal health; 
Á A key to balanced human development; 
Á Essential to quality of life and place; 
Á A means to reduce self-destructive and anti-social behavior; 
Á A basis for building strong families and healthy communities; 
Á Associated with reduced health care, social service, and police/justice costs; 
Á Significant economic generators, and  
Á Essential to well-being and our environmental and psychological survival. 

Well-managed, comprehensive parks also create local economic benefits, providing employment 
opportunities, helping to retain existing residents in the area, and attracting new residents and 
visitors. 

  

                                                      
 

 

1 http://benefitshub.ca/the-benefit-messages/ 
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VISION  

The following vision and principles set the stage for the Parks Master Plan by establishing a 
framework to provide a clear set of high-level goals that will be the touchstone for evaluating 
departmental plans and priorities in the coming years. It will also provide a benchmark to the Village 
and developers in the selection of parkland. The vision is in line with the values established during 
the Official Community Planning Process, and during the development of this Master Plan.   

The OCP outlines four priorities for parkland dedication through rezoning or subdivision (Policy 
P&TLU-6). These are:  

Á Trails and Pathways 

Á Wilderness or Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

Á Active/Passive Open Space  

Á Money in Lieu of Parkland.  

While wilderness and environmentally sensitive areas and open spaces make up an important part 
of Anmoreôs structure and character, the intent and focus of the Parks Master Plan is on useable 
park space and trails ï with a focus on trails and pathways and active/passive open space. 

The Village of Anmore views its parkland, access to nature and views into natural spaces as key 
to its identity.  

Vision:  Anmore parks and trails exist to create accessible outdoor 
recreation, connection with nature and social opportunities.  

 

The following principles underpin this vision:  

Accessibility 

Á Parks should be physically accessible from roads and trails, located in central 
locations and inclusive and accessible to all, regardless of age, skill level or degree of 
physical mobility.  

 

Parks for Community Living 

Á Parks should be maintained as community gathering spaces as well as locations for 
play and nature interpretation.  

 

Trails for Transportation and Recreation 

Á Trails should be maintained as cross-community access as well as for recreation.   

 
Open Space and Environmental Areas for Sense of Place and Protection 

Á Open Space and Environmental Areas on Village-owned property should be safe 
guarded for environmental protection and to maintain the semi-rural character key to 
Anmoreôs sense of place.  
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NEEDS AND TRENDS 

Recent trends in parks and recreation highlight the following:  

Á There is a need for parks and recreation programming to stay current with changing 
populations and activity choices. As the boomer generation enters retirement it will 
profoundly alter the nature of seniors programming, demanding a wider selection and 
more control over individual leisure pursuits. At the other end of the age spectrum, 
access to recreation and park facilities is broadly recognized as an effective counter to 
trends towards obesity and sedentary lifestyles prevalent amongst children and youth. 

Á Participation in outdoor recreation, and particularly in nature-based activities, has 
increased significantly overall. Interest in forests, wildlife and natural resources remains 
strong, with growth in both participation and total days dedicated to viewing or 
photographing natural scenery, visiting nature centres, sightseeing, camping, boating, 
going to the beach, and off-road driving. 

Á Canadians are spending less time on social leisure activities; 

Á Volunteering for culture and recreational organizations has dropped, especially among 
those in the 25 - 34 age bracket, and 

Á Participation in physical activities has leveled off. 

 

Highlights from the Canadian Index of Wellbeing - Leisure and Culture Report2 

Á Overall participation in physical activity rose steadily from 21 to 26 times per month in 
the period of 1994-2003, but has remained at 26 since then; 

Á Levels of physical activity among Canadians are expected to decline as the population 
ages; 

Á Total annual household expenditures on culture and recreation, even when adjusted 
for inflation, rose by 20% from $10,000 to $12,000 (1997-2006); 

Á The percentage of income spent on culture and recreation has stayed relatively 
steady at slightly over 21%; 

Á Ages 35-49 report spending significantly more on culture and recreation than any 
other age group (possibly due to children in the household), and 

Á Adults 65 and older report spending significantly less on culture and recreation; 
largely due to having less disposable income.   

 

  

                                                      
 

 

2 https://uwaterloo.ca/canadian-index-wellbeing/our-products/domains/leisure-and-culture 
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How can the Village  utilize these trends?  

Without preventative measures, Anmore, along with other Canadian communities, is at risk of 
losing the benefits of leisure as a key component in the lifestyles of its residents. Providing 
opportunities for leisure contributes greatly to public health and well-being. The following measures 
are an integral part of the parks and recreation strategy for Anmore. 

-   Issue Strategic Direction 

Incorporate 
environmental 
initiatives into 
parks and 
recreation 

 

Growing awareness and 
concern about climate change, 
water quality, species declines, 
and other environmental issues 
is having an effect on peoplesô 
perceptions and behavior.  

Anmoreôs parks and open spaces offer 
the opportunity for the Village to support 
a variety of environmental initiatives, 
including increased awareness, 
environmental protection, environmental 
education and low-impact operational 
practices. Implementation of additional 
ecologically-sensitive procedures and 
programs in parks and trails will 
represent a commitment to residentsô 
expressed interest in the environment.  

Combat 
sedentary 
lifestyles 

 

Canadians have led 
increasingly sedentary lifestyles 
over the past few decades.  An 
estimated 26% of BC children 
between the ages of 2 and 17 
are now considered overweight 
or obese.  

A recent report by Active 
Healthy Kids Canada (May, 
2014) found that only 7% of 5 ï 
11 year olds, and 4% of 12 ï 
17 year olds are meeting the 
recommended guidelines of 60 
minutes of moderate to 
vigorous activity a day. 

There is evidence that trails 
between neighbourhoods, 
commercial areas and 
community hubs are directly 
linked to health benefits.  

The provision of diverse, accessible 
opportunities for residents to be active 
within their own neighbourhoods, as well 
as to commute locally by non-motorized 
means such as walking and cycling is 
critical to combatting sedentary lifestyles.  

Create safe 
and engaging 
public places 

 

Safety should be considered in 
the design, management and 
maintenance of leisure 
facilities. 

Parks and open space in Anmore should 
be designed and managed to maintain 
their reputation and functionality as safe, 
attractive amenities for all residents. 
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-   Issue Strategic Direction 

Accommodate 
changing 
recreational 
preferences  

 

Across Canada, the aging 
population is increasingly 
interested in experiences that 
offer personal growth, as well 
as recreational activities that 
are less strenuous.  Walking 
and low/no-impact activities are 
increasingly popular over 
higher-impact activities such as 
jogging.  

To serve the broader community, parks in 
Anmore should include infrastructure and 
amenities attractive to a broader range of 
residents. Interests, participation levels 
and participation styles (individual vs. 
group activities, drop-in vs. planned 
programming) should be accommodated. 
Trends should be monitored and adapted 
to over time. Anmore has completed an 
Age-Friendly Plan and is in the process 
of becoming recognized as an age 
friendly community. The Village will be 
working towards building upon and 
implementing the recommendations in 
the plan.  

Concern for 
health and 
wellness  

 

Lack of physical activity is a 
major public health concern 
throughout BC, with the most 
recent data indicating that 38% 
of British Columbians are not 
active enough to achieve the 
health benefits associated with 
an active lifestyle. 

The Village should continue to improve 
walking and cycling opportunities to 
schools, along selected roadways, and 
within and between parklands.  

Meeting the 
needs of 
Children 

 

Children need adequate play 
opportunities to develop their 
social, cognitive and physical 
abilities. There is also 
increasing evidence that 
children need access to natural 
areas and direct contact with 
the soil, plants and the non-
built environment for enriching 
all facets of their development 
and learning potential. 

It is important for Anmore to create 
opportunities for children to interact 
meaningfully with nature and to enhance 
the play spaces within its neighbourhood 
parks, including reflecting the uniqueness 
of the communityôs heritage. 

Increase 
opportunities 
for informal 
and individual 
activities 

 

As peopleôs schedules become 
increasingly busy, there is 
greater demand for informal 
and individual leisure activities 
such as walking or cycling, 
rather than programs with set 
schedules.  

 

In order to accommodate those with less 
time and energy for organized recreation, 
Anmore should continue to develop 
opportunities for people to be active on 
an individual, informal basis. These 
needs can be met by enhancing trails, 
greenways, walking paths and open 
spaces that support these types of 
activities. 
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PARKS AND TRAILS CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
This document presents a simplified classification system. The use of defined categories will 
improve the Villageôs ability to assess the park inventory and to better define the goals for park 
acquisition. It will also assist in answering ñwhat is a park?ò - a question that arose on a number of 
occasions through the development of this plan.  

Parcels should be regularly reviewed to determine those that should fall within the open space 
designation rather than one of the park categories and vice versa.   

Á Community Parks ï Community Parks are generally greater than 2 hectares in size and 
provide opportunities at the community or multi-neighbourhood level for play and 
recreation. In some cases, they may be smaller than 2 hectares but provide a 
destination amenity, such as tennis courts. 

Á Neighbourhood Parks ï These are small parks (0.5 - 2.0 hectares) and generally have 
playgrounds or informal open spaces.  It is essential that a neighbourhood park is 
properly configured to maximize useability, especially if it is only 0.5 hectares in size.   

Á Trails and Trailheads ï  

o Trails are linear parcels with the primary purpose of facilitating non-motorized 
movement of people (cyclists, pedestrians etc.) ï they provide recreational 
amenities as well as active transportation opportunities. 

o Trailheads function as access points for trail systems. These may make up part 
of a park, or can be stand alone. All trailheads should include wayfinding 
signage. More significant trailheads should also include seating, a trail ñstagingò 
area including a trail system map, and parking, where the trailhead provides 
access to significant trails.  

Á Open Space ï The Open Space designation includes existing parkland that does not 
and cannot serve as community or neighbourhood parkland or trails/trailheads. Much 
of the existing land does not meet park designations ï as it is inaccessible, too steep 
or consists entirely of environmentally sensitive areas. In the future, land that does not 
meet the acquisition guidelines for community or neighbourhood parks or 
trails/trailheads should not be accepted, except under special circumstances, per the 
acquisition guidelines on pages 19-20.  
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PARKS 
The Village of Anmore contains 18 parkland sites. Furthermore, the Village is surrounded by open 
spaced owned and operated by the City of Port Moody, BC Hydro and Metro Vancouver. This 
section of the report includes analysis and recommendations at the system wide level, general 
recommendations regarding park amenities and future park acquisition, as well as 
recommendations associated with each park. Trails are assessed as a separate section.    

The focus of the Master Planôs detailed analysis and recommendations is on public parks, trails 
and open spaces that are currently owned by the Village of Anmore. While wilderness and 
environmentally sensitive areas make up an important part of Anmoreôs structure and character, 
the intent and focus of the Parks Master Plan is on active and passive park space and trails. 
Recommendations referencing properties that are not owned and operated by the Village are 
intended in a more general manner with the intention of guiding developers and Village Staff and 
Council on future park and trail acquisition and development.    

PARK INVENTORY, PROVISION AND CLASSIFICATION 

10.41 hectares of Anmore is currently classified as ñparkland.ò This includes land used as active or 
passive public space, as well as land that is currently inaccessible to the public due to access 
restrictions including physical inaccessibility, steep slopes and environmentally sensitive areas. An 
inventory and analysis of each of these sites is included in Appendix D. 

Using the above definitions, Anmoreôs parkland is inventoried and classified below and shown on 
the map in Figure 2. These tables highlight both current states, as well as potential future 
designations.3  

Table 1: Park Inventory 

Park Site Current Category Potential Category Hectares 

8. Spirit Park  Community Park  0.41 

9. Elementary School  Community Park  0.61 

11. Birch Wynde Neighbourhood Park  0.29 

  Total 1.31 

 

                                                      
 

 

3 The numbers shown for each park and open space site correspond to the maps, and are numbered west 
to east across Anmore.  
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Table 2: Open Space Inventory 

Park Site Current Category Potential Category Hectares 

1A. Forest View Drive Open Space   0.38 

1B. Forest View Drive Open Space  0.21 

2A. & 2B. Crystal Creek 
(west) 

Open Space  
1.79 

3. Crystal Creek 
(central) 

Open Space 

 

0.32 

4. Crystal Creek (east)  Open Space Neighbourhood Park 1.79 

5. Fern Drive  Open Space  0.81 

6. Uplands (Lower)  Open Space  0.38 

7. Uplands (Upper)  Open Space  0.49 

10. Mossom Creek Open Space  0.30 

12. Wong Subdivision Open Space  0.11 

13. Mountain Ayre Lane Open Space  0.28 

14. Hummingbird Drive Open Space Neighbourhood Park 0.23 

15. Dogwood Drive Open Space Neighbourhood Park 1.17 

16. East Hemlock Drive Open Space  0.84 

  Total 9.1 
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PROVISION OF PARKS ð GAP ANALYSIS  

No single metric can accurately capture the quality and quantity of a municipalityôs parks. The 
quantity and total area of Anmoreôs parks has been assessed using several different methods 
including comparisons with averages across British Columbia and direct comparison of park 
amenities with similar-size BC communities. 

The Canadian standard, historically, has been 4.0 hectares per 1,000 residents, but many 
municipalities do not have quantity standards because the amenities within and quality of the parks 
play an equal, if not more important, role in meeting community needs.  

 

Key Findings  

Based on the Village of Anmoreôs quantity of parks, Anmore is undersupplied in community and 
neighbourhood parks. 

Table 3: Current and projected parkland per capita  

Year Population Basis of 
Parkland 

Parkland (ha) ï 
community and 
neighbourhood 

Ha of Parkland per 
1000 residents 

2014 2368* 2014 Inventory 1.31 0.55 

2024 3042** 2014 Inventory  1.31 0.43 

 * Based off OCP (2014) 
** Based off OCP (2014) ñmiddle scenarioò estimate of 61 new residents a year 

 

Table 4: Comparison of hectares of park space in Anmore to Provincial Average. This does not include surrounding 
regional or Crown parkland.   

Hectares of park space per 
thousand residents  

Provincial Average Anmore 

City Park (>12 ha) 1.55 0 

Community Park (4-12 ha) 0.98 0.43 

Neighbourhood Park (0-4 ha) 0.71 0.12 

Total Parks/1000 residents 3.18 0.55 
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Although Anmore shows as deficient compared to other communities, Village residents are in close 
proximity to significant open space, both within and outside the Village. This does not alleviate the 
need for neighbourhood park space as gathering spaces, but does somewhat reduce the need for 
large areas of active parkland.   

In addition, the majority of Anmore residents currently have larger lot sizes than most Metro 
Vancouver residents. The development of the OCP and the Financial Sustainability Plan suggest 
that an increasing number of smaller lot sizes may be developed in the future. This will place 
additional pressure on Anmoreôs parkland, as the community will increasingly seek to satisfy their 
outdoor recreation needs on public land. It may also alter the park amenities desired by residents.  

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF PARKS 

The distribution of municipal parkland is nearly as important as the quantity of parkland when it 
comes to providing equal access to open space, daily opportunities for outdoor activities, enhancing 
the character of the community, and contributing to quality of life.   

One of the most commonly used metrics for assessing park distribution and possible barriers to 
park use is to assess the Villageôs walkability in terms of the resident proximity to park space.  For 
the purposes of this analysis, a 5 minute walking distance was set at 400 meters and a 10 minute 
walking distance was set 800 metersðas a radius from parkland or ñas the crow flies4.ò The type 
and quality of the park was not included in this assessment, nor was the presence of safe 
pedestrian or cycling routes. The park service areas are shown in Figures 3-4.  

Key Findings  

As shown, the majority of Anmoreôs residential areas are served within a 10 minute walk of 
park/open spaces. However, when excluding inaccessible park/open spaces eastern Anmore is 
shown to be deficient.  

 

                                                      
 

 

4 i.e. a straight line, not considering road and trail networks.  
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DIVESTMENT OF PARKLAND 

In 2009, the Villageôs park lands were documented by members of the Public Works Committee 
and the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) in a report authored by a Village Councillor. In this 
report, park lands were assessed for their recreational and ñfunctionalò value. Many were deemed 
as having little recreational or functional value to the Village ï although the issue of whether they 
should have ñfunctionalò value was qualified as being a matter for community and council debate. 
A number of residents spoke against the document at the September 2009 council meeting.  

As an early stage to the master planning process, the Parks Committee was engaged in a workshop 
to discuss possible divestment of parkland. At this time, it is not recommended that Anmore 
divest any of its current parkland and open space. Although many of the sites are not 
appropriate for development as parks, there is merit to retaining open space to protect sensitive 
land, and to continue to maintain the rural character of the community ï both of which have been 
identified through the master planning and OCP process as important to the community. Beyond 
the merit in retaining these sites as open space, those lands which are not suitable for park 
development are also challenging for residential development, and therefore would likely be difficult 
to dispose of. In the future, park acquisition should occur following the guidelines presented 
in the following section. This will ensure that allocated parkland will be of value in enhancing the 
park system. Additional information is found in Appendix E.  

Because of the significance of parks to community values, there are special Provincial legislative 
provisions for the exchange or disposal of parkland by local governments. In the future, if Anmore 
were to reconsider the question of divestment of lands, the Village will need to consider the 
following process:  

 

Figure 5: Explanation of Parkland Divestment and Disposal Processes 



Anmore Parks Master Plan  

 

LEES+Associates  

- 19 - 

PARK ACQUISITION GUIDELINES 

The Village of Anmore does not currently have park acquisition guidelines. In order to assist the 
Village, land owners and developers in determining appropriate land for transfer and development 
through Development Cost Charges (DCCs), the following should be considered for the acquisition 
of active and passive parkland:  

1. Topography and natural features suited to the intended uses 

Á Where feasible, a desirable park gradient will be in the range of 0-5% for the majority 
of the site. Lands up to a 10% slope may be considered only if they can be graded to 
5% to accommodate park uses. Consideration must be made on a park by park basis 
of natural geographic features (such as small hills, knolls) which may act as features 
of a park, but the majority of a park should be capable of accommodating a range of 
recreational activities. 

Á Undevelopable/unusable land should only be considered for parkland acquisition 
where it protects ecosystems not otherwise represented in the system. 

Note: environmentally sensitive areas NOT acquired as parkland are still protected under 
other policies and mechanisms, whether they fall on public or private land. Designation as 
an environmentally sensitive area is not enough of a rationale to acquire a site as 
parkland.5 

2. Be convenient to the population it serves 

Á Every resident should be no further than a ten minute walk from a park. The exception 
to this is in the Village centre where all residents should be within a five minute walk of 
a park, and in more rural areas, where all residents should be within a fifteen minute 
walk of a park.  

Á Ensure that parkland is central to residences, and not at the edge of the Village, 
unless explicitly providing an important trailhead that links to existing or planned trails 
of significance. 

3. Be compatible with adjoining land uses 

Á Situate parks adjacent to larger natural features or linear green connectors. Examples 
of this are locating neighbourhood parks adjacent to linear greenways (e.g. pedestrian 
friendly streets). 

Á Create parks, where possible, adjacent to school sites.  

Á The location of proposed athletic fields or events sites should take into consideration 
the effect of lighting, parking and circulation on adjacent land uses and circulation 
patterns. 

                                                      
 

 

5 The BC Ministry of Community Services Development Cost Charge Best Practice Guide supports this 
rationale: ñNote that through the use of development permits, open space is protected from development 
and thus preserved, although not necessarily dedicated as municipal parkland. This method of parkland 
ñacquisitionò is most appropriate for unusable or undevelopable open space, rather than for active parkland 
space. Therefore, this type of land should not be included in a DCC program, as it could be obtained through 
DPAs or some other mechanism.ò (p2.26) 
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4. Be safe and accessible 

Á Parks should be located close to public streets, transit, bicycle paths and pedestrian 
routes. 

Á Parks should have as much frontage on streets as possible. 

Á Universal accessibility should be provided to and in parks where reasonably feasible 
and where doing so will not damage cultural or environmental integrity.   

5. Create connections 

Á Parkland is preferred where it contributes directly to the community-wide system of 
trails and greenways, but also where indirect benefits can be provided such as access 
points and trailheads with amenities.  

6. Provide varied programming  

Á Sites should be as flexible as possible in their programming, incorporating 
opportunities for a variety of activities such as active structured play, un-programmed 
lawn areas, pathways, trails, lookouts, areas for dogs and quiet areas. 

Á Sites should incorporate desired park facilities for the specific neighbourhood 
requirements and demographics. Since this will change over time, it is critical that the 
space be of a size, shape and contour that park elements can change over time.   

Á In general, a park smaller than 0.3ha should not be accepted, and preferably not 
smaller than 0.5ha.  

7. Be sensitive to the environment 

Á Parks should conserve, enhance and restore the natural physical character of the site. 

8. Limited non-park infrastructure 

Á Detention ponds typically preclude public use. These are not recommended as park 
space.  

Á Large constructed wetlands with multiple habitat and recreation benefits should be 
considered and should be designed through the integration of both parks and 
engineering criteria.   

Á Land acquired for parkland should not be used to house pump houses, booster 
stations or other utility infrastructure. 

9. Consider opportunities for optimal parkland as they arise 

Á If school sites are closed, existing playfields and amenities such as playgrounds 
should be considered for acquisition as parkland. (Note: no school closures are 
currently planned in Anmore). 

Á Initiate parkland identification and boundary determination at, or prior to, road layouts 
and preceding any lot layouts in new development areas. In some cases, due to the 
workload involved, this work will need to be carried out by consultants reporting 
directly to the CAO.   

 

More information on parkland DCC best practices can be attained from:  

http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/intergov_relations/library/DCC_Best_Practice_Guide_2005.pdf 

http://www.cscd.gov.bc.ca/lgd/intergov_relations/library/DCC_Best_Practice_Guide_2005.pdf
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Developers should be encouraged to provide and develop parkland over and above their statutory 
obligations and to work with the Village in the development of parks and trails within their 
developments.  

 

Park System Recommendations Priority     
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

1. Provide additional park space by 
converting existing open spaces to 
function as neighbourhood parks and 
through the acquisition and 
development of new park sites, as 
detailed below. 

Ongoing, 
policy 

Policy directive  

2. Formalize Crystal Creek East Park 
site as a neighbourhood park.  

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Development Costs included in 
subsequent recommendations 

 

3. Formalize Dogwood Drive Park site 
as a neighbourhood park.  

2 

4. Formalize Hummingbird Drive Park 
site as a neighbourhood park.  

3 

5. Expand Spirit Park through the 
development of the property south of 
the Park.  

1 

6. Acquire parkland at a location in 
north east Anmore and a location in 
south east Anmore.   

Use the acquisition guidelines in this 
Master Plan to ensure that the sites 
will function as useable 
neighbourhood parks. (see Figure 6 
for general optimal locations)  

2 Policy directive  

7. Develop parks at two locations in 
east Anmore.   

2 
 

Development 
Costs included in 

subsequent 
recommendations 

$1500 

8. During the future development of the 
IOCO lands, utilize the acquisition 
guidelines in this Master Plan to 

3 Policy directive  
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Park System Recommendations Priority     
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

ensure that adequate useable 
parkland is provided.  

 

Increase parkland requirements if 
development density is higher than 
other Anmore neigbourhoods.  

9. Ensure that all future parkland 
acquisition through development 
processes follow the park acquisition 
guidelines and focus on the 
acquisition of ñuseableò parkland for 
community park, neighbourhood park 
and trail use.  

Ongoing, 
policy 

Policy directive  

10. Encourage developers to provide 
and develop parkland over and 
above their statutory obligations and 
work with the Village in the 
development of parks and trails 
within their developments.  

Ongoing, 
policy 

Policy directive  

1 = short term (1-3 years) 

2 = medium term (3-7 years) 

3 = long term (7+ plus years) 
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EXISTING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 

At present, the parks and open space system does not function as a cohesive system. In many 
cases, the public is not aware of which lands are public park sites, due in part to a lack of 
overarching identity of Anmoreôs public space, including a lack of park signage, and for the most 
part, lack of park names.  

Each park and open space in Anmore has been analyzed for current opportunities and constraints. 
Recommended modifications and additions are also included for each. These detailed sheets are 
found in Appendix D and form the basis for the key findings and recommendations in this section 
of the report.  

Key Findings  

Opportunities 

Á Lack of signage and maps limit a cohesive and identifiable park system ï this is an 
ñeasy winò.  

Á Developed park sites, notably Spirit Park, are well used. This success could be 
capitalized upon through the expansion or further development of these sites.  

Á Several park sites currently functioning as open space could be modified to function as 
neighbourhood parks.  

 

Constraints 

Á Steep terrain, often over 25% slope, limits park development on many park sites.  

Á Many park sites include the Gas R.O.W., which limits park development opportunities.  

Á Several park sites are on the edge of Anmore, limiting their potential as central 
community locations, accessible from multiple neighbourhoods.  

Á Some park sites are physically inaccessible due to lack of access (due to either steep 
slopes, or lack of infrastructure i.e. bridge to access the site).  

 

Recommendations for each park are included following a discussion on park amenities.  
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PARK AMENITIES 

Anmore has few park and outdoor recreation amenities within its park system. These range from 
park furniture, a small playground, and two multi-use courts.  

Through the public consultation process and parallel 
OCP process, the following were identified as 
desirable by residents of Anmore:  

Á Youth requested an informal lawn area and 
pump track. The addition of a pump track 
would provide an inexpensive location to 
educate and experience bike riders, 
especially children, in a relatively low risk 
area, before they venture to more challenging 
local mountain bike trails.  

Á Pickleball lines have been requested at the 
tennis courts.  

Á Additional playground opportunities are desired.  

Two additional half basketball courts and a 50ô all weather field will be constructed at the Heritage 
Mountain Middle School.  

 

COMPARISON TO COMPARABLE COMMUNITIES 

Comparisons with other BC communities can provide useful reference points against which the 
Village can measure its provision of amenities and identify gaps in its levels of service. Such 
comparisons can also help with decision-making regarding developing future park amenities, 
justifying capital expenditures, and leveraging the acquisition of parkland in new developments.  

The park and amenity supply was compared to other similarly sized BC communities, based on 
2013 data from CivicInfo BC, which conducts annual municipal surveys. It should be noted that this 
data has not been verified in the field and is provided only for municipalities that responded to the 
survey. Although useful in terms of a rough comparison, it should be noted that each community 
has different needs for park amenities, depending on participation rates and interest in various 
sports and activities, as well as proximity to amenities in other jurisdictions and financial viability of 
additional facilities and amenities. Along with the public consultation process, costs and 
maintenance concerns and current trends, these metrics informed the conclusions and 
recommendations outlined regarding additions to park amenities.  

Key Findings  

Anmore was compared to 25 BC communities between approximately 1000 and 3750 residents. A 
comparison table is included in Appendix F. It should be noted that these metrics do not relate to 
the quality of park amenities, which should be a significant consideration in ongoing assessments 
of the performance of the parks system.  

Á On a per capita basis, Village residents are:  

o Well supplied in tennis courts and outdoor basketball courts, and 

Questionnaire respondents most value 
the existing park amenities as follows: 

1. Trails 
2. Gazebo and informal lawn and 

Spirit Park 
3. Spirit Park Playground 
4. Elementary School Playground 
5. Tennis Courts 

6. Benches in parks/along trails 
7. Elementary School Soccer Field 
8. Basketball courts 
9. Elementary School Baseball Field 
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o Undersupplied in baseball/softball diamonds and soccer fields. 

Á Many other small communities have a local skatepark. These are typically developed 
in response to an expressed community need.  

Á Many communities have fenced leash optional parks. This is not recommended in 
Anmore at this time.  

 

PLAYGROUNDS 

There is no generally agreed-upon standard for the provision of playgrounds. As a general metric, 
all residents should be within a ten minute walk (about 800m) of a public playground.  

As shown in Figure 7, which includes both the recently completed elementary school playground 
and the playground and Spirit Park, few residents are within a 5 minute walk of existing 
playgrounds, and many are not within a 10 minute walk. The Spirit Park playground is limited in 
scope ï there are only two pieces of equipment, and they serve only very young children, rather 
than a range of ages and abilities.  

 

Key Findings  

Á The elementary school (owned by the School District) provides play equipment catering 
to a range of ages and abilities; 

Á The Spirit Park playground is limited to two pieces of equipment. None of this is geared 
at children under 5; 

Á Birch Wynde functions as an ñadventure playò site ï challenging children to be creative; 

Á Eastern Anmore is not well served by existing playgrounds, and 

Á Beyond the forested setting of Birch Wynde, the natural environment of Anmore is 
generally not reflected in existing childrenôs play areas. Unlike many traditional 
playgrounds, which focus on manufactured structures, nature play areas typically 
include rocks, plants, water, loose materials such as sand, and even small habitat 
features such as logs, providing children with dynamic places to play. Nature-oriented 
playgrounds often include site-specific opportunities for children to manipulate materials 
found in the local environment, and therefore offer creative environments for play, 
exploration of concepts and mastery of skills that are crucial to healthy child 
development. Since such play areas generally include an assemblage of natural 
materials, when incorporated into the larger landscape, they do not detract from their 
surroundings.  
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GREEN GYM 

Through the Province of British Columbiaôs 2012 Community Recreation Program, the Village has 
been offered 20:80 funding for an outdoor fitness and recreation park, as well as upgraded tennis 
court surfacing, equipment storage and washrooms. The keystone of the fitness park was to be a 
suite of adult fitness equipment pieces. A letter to Council is included in Appendix G and details 
anticipated use, possible locations and general recommendations regarding the green gym.  

Due to low levels of anticipated use, as well as limited budget to fund future park amenity capital, 
maintenance and replacement costs, a green gym is not currently recommended. If Council 
decides to move forward with the installation of a green gym, it is recommended that it be sited 
amongst a multi-generational play area on park site 8B, the proposed extension to Spirit Park.  

Park and Park Amenity Recommendations Priority 
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

11. Work with the community to officially 
name all of Anmoreôs parks.  

 Policy directive Nil 

12. Provide consistent park signage (entry, 
informational and interpretive) in all 
community and neighbourhood parks. 

1 $15,000 $1,000 

13. Develop parks for minimal maintenance 
requirements. Concentrate ornamental 
plantings at Spirit Park, and native, 
xeriscape and lower maintenance 
planting in other parks.  

Ongoing Policy directive  

14. Plan for seniors, and those with limited 
mobility in the integration of future park 
amenities. Ensure that there is adequate 
and accessible seating, as well as 
relatively flat trails through community 
and neighbourhood parks, where 
possible.  

Ongoing Policy directive  

15. Monitor parks and open spaces for 
possible encroachment by adjacent 
residential properties.  

Ongoing Policy directive  

16. Continue to protect environmentally 
sensitive areas.  

Ongoing Policy directive  

17. Formalize Crystal Creek East (Site 4) as 
a neighbourhood park.  

Á Integrate benches, signage and nature 
play.  

Á Ensure adequate opportunity to connect 
to IOCO lands in future.  

2 $20,000 $1000 
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Park and Park Amenity Recommendations Priority 
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

Á Maintain sufficient buffer around creek 
and surrounding steep slopes.  

18. Extend Spirit Park (Site 8A) through the 
acquisition and development of the civic lot 
to the south.   

Á Improve drainage. 

Á Assess safety of historic tractor.  

Á Cluster any future trees. Maintain and 
expand open space for informal play 
and gatherings.  

Á Relocate some benches to other 
parks/park site extension. 

Á Create a ñcommunity heroesò wall for 
any additional memorial plaques, place 
the corresponding benches in other 
parks.  

Á Develop a park plan for park site for 
Spirit Park and Park Site 8B (to south) 
prior to proceeding with additional 
equipment or furnishings.  

Site 8B:  

Á Develop all ages play area in tandem 
with Spirit Park. Group equipment for all 
ages together (on Site 8B) for ease of 
family use. Ensure equipment for a 
broad age range.  

Á Preserve some trees to maintain 
character and provide buffer to adjacent 
residences, while providing informal 
open space for community use. 

1 - 2 $40,000 $3000 

19. Improve aesthetics and functionality of 
Elementary School Park (9):  

Á Integrate planting, including planted 
buffer to screen fill area.  

Á Relocate Village fill storage area to 
main works yard. 

2 $15,000 $1500 
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Park and Park Amenity Recommendations Priority 
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

Á Install additional basketball 
hoop/shooting practice area outside of 
the multi-use courts.  

Á Formalize parking. 

Á Develop a use agreement with the 
school regarding the multi-use courts.  

Á Integrate site signage and seating.  

Á Integrate signage to clarify policy 
regarding use of courts to ensure 
access to both tennis and basketball 
users.  

Á Integrate pickleball and basketball line 
work on multi-use courts.  

20. Continue to foster community ownership of 
Birch Wynde Park (11):  

Á Integrate a park entry sign, and provide 
access from the south and north west 
(including a break in the low rail).  

Á Engage a play specialist to develop a 
process of determining the Villageôs 
comfort with risk associated with 
adventure play for this site and others. 
This process may include periodic 
removal of structures, or the integration 
of a flexible structure (i.e. ñWacky 
Postsò ï see Appendix H).  

1 $3000 $1,000 

21. Integrate a bench and trail map at Wong 
subdivision open space (12)  

2 $3000  

22. Formalize Hummingbird Drive Park (14) as 
a neighbourhood park:  

Á Integrate short trail, seating and informal open 
space.  

3 $10,000  

23. Formalize Dogwood Drive Park (15) as a 
neighbourhood park.  

2 $15,000  
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Park and Park Amenity Recommendations Priority 
(1-3) 

Capital Budget Operating 
Budget 

Á Consider integrating pump track 
(minimum 40 x 40m plus staging areas).  

Á Incorporate site signage and an 
additional bench. 

24. Ensure that improvement and expansion 
of recreation amenities does not impact 
environmentally sensitive areas. Avoid 
construction and capital works on highly 
sensitive areas (i.e. riparian areas, upland 
areas over 20% slope). 

Ongoing Policy directive  

25. Provide two additional playgrounds in east 
Anmore, as park sites are developed.  

Á Ensure that play areas are universally 
accessible, and are not sited on steep 
terrain.  

Á Ensure a range in ages catered to, and 
provide a mix of nature play and more 
traditional play equipment.  

3 $60,000 $3,000 

26. Develop and implement an ongoing 
playground maintenance program to keep 
playgrounds safe and up to date.  

1  $2,000 

27. Apply to change the focus of the funding 
for the Community Recreation Program 
grant, to fund improvements included 
within this master plan, such as an 
expanded Spirit Park, a broader range of 
play equipment, or additional upgrades to 
the Elementary School Park/Tennis 
courts.  

1 Policy Directive  

1 = short term (1-3 years) 

2 = medium term (3-7 years) 

3 = long term (7+ plus years) 

These recommended park modifications and amenity additions are illustrated in Figure 8. Note that 
the symbol used to show the ñProposed general location of Municipal Parksò are meant as location 
guidelines, and are not intended to illustrate the scale of proposed park sites.   
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TRAILS 
The Village of Anmore includes a number of trails, including connections to trails in adjacent 
jurisdictions such as Metro Vancouverôs Belcarra Regional Park, the City of Port Moody and BC 
Hydroôs Buntzen Lake. The existing trail network within the Village is shown in Figure 9.  

Trails have been highlighted as a high priority for Anmore 
residents. Providing low cost, informal opportunities for 
residents of all ages to be active ï both for recreation and 
to access key community destinations, trails provide a 
high value amenity. They allow residents to access nature 
while being active, walk their dogs and socialize with 
others.  

 

Key Findings  

Á Many residents rely on the trails and green space 
adjacent to the Village. Further connections 
from the Village into these lands are desired.  

Á Anmore currently contains a number of trails ï 
however, many are steep, limiting their access. 
The majority of trails are not universally 
accessible.  

Á There is a lack of signage and wayfinding. 
Residents feel that signage and trail maps would greatly facilitate further use of the 
trails.  

Á There is a lack of trail connectivity between park sites and throughout the community. 
A number of missing trail connections have been identified including:  

o Between east and west Anmore, and 

o To the middle school.  

Á Questionnaire respondents requested additional loops, longer trails, and trails away 
from roads.  

Á Top responses to which amenities respondents would like to see in the future were: 
more trails, signage and trail maps.  

Á Youth identified the lack of all ages/accessible trails in the community. They felt that 
many were too advanced to meet their needs. Many walk to and from the middle school.  

Trails are a relatively low financial investment, and are used by a wide segment of the population. 
It is recommended that the maintenance and further development of trails be a high priority for the 
Village of Anmore.  

  

Beyond the Village core, and the scope of 
this Master Plan, exist many more trails. 
Many of these were built by the former 
Riding Academy through a make-work 
program. 42,500 hours were spent building 
these multi-use trails, which were mapped, 
monitored and approved by the Ministry of 
Forest and BC Hydro.  
 
These, and other surrounding trails can be 
located through BC Hydroôs Buntzen Lake 
maps: 
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/hydr
o/medialib/internet/documents/community/p
df/buntzen_lake_trails0.pdf. and is included 
in Appendix I. 
 
From 1997 to 2005 the former volunteer 
society ñBuntzen Ridge Wilderness 
Recreation and Parks Associationò (WARP) 
maintained the trails. Due to rising 
insurance costs, this group dispensed and 
passed their tools over to the Village of 
Anmore.  

 

 

 

https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/hydro/medialib/internet/documents/community/pdf/buntzen_lake_trails0.pdf
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/hydro/medialib/internet/documents/community/pdf/buntzen_lake_trails0.pdf
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/hydro/medialib/internet/documents/community/pdf/buntzen_lake_trails0.pdf
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Tertiary Trail: Hiking, Mountain Biking, Trail Running Trail 
 

 
Figure 12: Tertiary Trail (Typical) 

 
Trail Width: 0.5m   
Cleared Corridor Width: 1.1m  
Maximum Gradient: 20% (25- 305 over short distances)   
Trail Surface: natural surface 
 
Design features may include: embedded trail obstacles.  
 
Note: this trail is not universally accessible.   





http://www.saferoutestoschool.ca/school-travel-planning-toolkit
http://www.saferoutestoschool.ca/school-travel-planning-toolkit
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MAINTENANCE 

The Financial Sustainability Plan shows an increased parks and trails operating budget, in 
response to a growing population. Along with this, a new public works position will be required by 
2018. Wherever possible, community partnerships (i.e. adopt a trail) should be considered in order 
to alleviate pressures on public works staff.  

The Master Plan does not recommend any significant infrastructure, and with the exception of Spirit 
Park, the Plan presents a vision where parks would be designed with low maintenance landscape 
needs i.e. more naturalized plantings, xeriscaping, low mowing requirements etc.  

Decisions regarding integrating significant infrastructure into parks, even where grant funding is 
available for capital expenditures should be limited where maintenance costs are prohibitive, or 
where the amenity has a short life cycle and would need to be either removed or replaced within a 
short time period.  

GRANTS 

With the current economic climate, funding opportunities are limited; however, maintaining contact 
with local MLAs and MP helps raise awareness and helps communicate the needs in the 
community.  

Because grants can be quite beneficial, it is worth ensuring that staff are monitoring for grant 
opportunities and have the time and resources to develop applications, including those which 
support local associations and non-profit societies. Partnership grant applications either with 
another government agency or a non-profit group often gain more support. The best resource is 
CivicInfo BC website:  http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/. As well, membership to Big Online 
(http://www.bigdatabase.ca/index.asp), a privately owned on-line resource providing a 
comprehensive source of fundraising information, opportunities and resources for charities and 
non-profits may be beneficial if staff or volunteers have the time to monitor for relevant 
opportunities.  

Community members should be encouraged to lead or assist with relevant grant applications such 
as community grants whose funds are only available to residents and not municipal governments. 
Examples of community grants include http://www.kraftcelebrationtour.ca/en/rules/ which makes 
available up to $25,000 for awarded Community Projects.  

 

http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/
http://www.bigdatabase.ca/index.asp
http://www.kraftcelebrationtour.ca/en/rules/
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APPENDIX A: OPEN HOUSE #1 FEEDBACK 

PARKS 

Á Need to also consider connected wildlife corridors (additional to what may happen as 
a result of Riparian Areas Regulation requirements). [Undeveloped IOCO lands good 
candidate area for this.]  

Á There is a hole under one of the elementary school hoops.  

Á Who has rights to the shared tennis/basketball courts? (kids are sometimes kicked off 
basketball courts by adults wanting to play tennis).  

Á Trail maps would be valuable for residents.  

Á More naturescaped areas and dedicated property around trails and connecting trail 
systems to all areas.  

Á Signs and trail maps are missing in almost all parks x 2 

Á In response to ñwhere do your kids playò? ï 2 identified the elementary school, 2 
identified Spirit Park, 1 identified Birch Wynde, 4 identified private property.  

Á In response to ñin which neighbourhood would you like to see a dedicated 
neighbourhood parkò: 2 identified near the mobile home park, 2 identified the eastern 
part of Anmore. One identified Birch Wynde Park.  

TRAILS 

Á Dedicated park land and trails should be included within all new developments to help 
link green spaces.  

Á Donôt sell this park (Uplands) ï connect trails. 

Á I know there are trails up here, but have no idea how to access them, or how difficult 
they are.  

Á Gas lines should also be trails for community (no brainer). Residents should take 
fences down.  

Á Need proper connection so kids can walk to school. 

Á Need to mark access to Bert Flinn Park via strong road trail. 

Á The gas line shouldnôt be fenced off by residents. It should be a trail that connects to 
the Port Moody gas line trail and the school park area on the Anmore side. 

Á Some creeks are missing from the maps. 

Á Can the Pinnacle Ridge trail connect to trails in Port Moody?  

Á None, I drive everywhere! 

Á Village parks shold have fencing to neighbouring properties. 

Á For connections on map should include trails through watershed, Hydro-Buntzen area, 
Provincial Park, Belcarra Park. 

Á Village parks should have fencing to neighbouring properties.  

Á Bridges requested at two locations. 

Á Trail towards Belcarra identified as needing fencing ï orange snow fencing is 
collapsing.  

Á A number of informal trails were mapped.  

Á A number of residents highlighted required improvements at N-S gas right of way 
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APPENDIX B: ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE 

RESULTS
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APPENDIX C: DRAFT FEEDBACK 
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APPENDIX D: PARK ANALYSIS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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APPENDIX E: PARK DIVESTMENT LEGISLATION  

EXCHANGE OR DISPOSAL OF PARKLAND 

Because of the significance of parks to community values, there are special provisions for the 
exchange or disposal of parkland by local governments. 

Legislative Framework  

The provision is set out in Section 27 of the Community Charter Act of BC. This act authorizes 
municipalities by bylaw to exchange land dedicated for park with other land suitable for a park or 
public square. Section 27 also requires the City obtain the approval of the electorate in order to 
proceed with the land exchange.  

Exchange or Disposal of Parkland:  

Parkland dedication may exist due to dedication on subdivision or dedication by bylaw.  Distinct 
processes for disposal or exchange of parkland exists for each type of dedication exist for each 
type of dedication:  

Parkland dedicated by bylaw 

Elector approval is required to remove the dedication (section 30). Once a dedication is removed, 
the municipality could dispose of the property under regular land disposal rules. 

Parkland dedicated on subdivision 

Elector approval continues to be required for disposal of these parklands (section 27). All proceeds 
from sale must be placed in a parkland acquisition reserve fund. 

DISPOSAL OF LAND AND IMPROVEMENTS 

Some land/s held by a municipality maybe not be dedicated parkland, instead these lands are ófee 
simple lotsô perceived by the community to be parkland.  

Legislative Framework  

Under the Community Charter Act and the Local Government Act, a local government requires 
only a resolution to proceed with the disposal of land, including land with improvements.  

Disposal of land and improvements  

All decisions on the disposal of municipally owned lands can be made by Council. However before 
council can dispose of land or improvements, it must publish public notice of the proposed 
disposition in accordance with Section 26. Council is not legally obligated to place the proceeds of 
property sales in a reserve fund (some exceptions exist). 

  

 

http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/C/03026_03.htm#section30
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/C/03026_03.htm#section27
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APPENDIX F: AMENITY STUDY: COMPARABLE 

COMMUNITIES
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APPENDIX G: GREEN GYM ð LETTER TO 

COUNCIL
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APPENDIX H: òWACKY POSTó PRECEDENT 
ñWacky Postsò provide structure to nature play. Children can incorporate additional built and soft 
elements which can change over time, but on top of a structure that is approved by a play specialist, 
and meets a municipalityôs risk management protocol.  

Images source from: www.zumkukuk.de, www.naturalplaygrounds.ca 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zumkukuk.de/
http://www.naturalplaygrounds.ca/




http://www.behance.net/gallery/494549/Dorthea-Dix-Park-Bike-Trail-System
http://www.thisbigcity.net/
http://www.usrtownsquare.org/



