ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – AGENDA
Agenda for the Environment Committee Meeting scheduled for
Thursday, September 21, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at
Village Hall, 2697 Sunnyside Road, Anmore, BC

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Recommendation:

3.
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That the agenda be approved as circulated.

MINUTES
(a)

Minutes of the Meeting held on July 20, 2017

Recommendation:

That the Minutes of the Meeting held on July 20, 2017
be adopted as circulated.

4.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

5.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6.

NEW BUSINESS
(a)

Wildlife-Human Interaction

For Committee discussion.
(b)

Generator Use

For Committee discussion.
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7.

Attachments:
1. Report to Council dated August 25, 2016
2. Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011
ADJOURNMENT

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – MINUTES
Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on
Thursday, July 20, 2017 in Council Chambers at Village Hall,
2697 Sunnyside Road, Anmore, BC
MEMBERS PRESENT
Councillor Paul Weverink (Chair)
Grace Bergman
Coleen Hackinen
Babak Taghvaei
1.

MEMBERS ABSENT
Nil

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Weverink called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

2.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
It was MOVED and SECONDED:
“THAT THE AGENDA BE APPROVED AS CIRCULATED.”
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

3.

MINUTES
(a)

Minutes of the Meeting held on June 1, 2017
It was MOVED and SECONDED:
“THAT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON JUNE 1,
2017 BE ADOPTED AS CIRCULATED.”
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

4.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Nil

5.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nil
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NEW BUSINESS
(a)

Wildlife-Human Interaction

Committee discussed bear issues. Highlights of discussion included:
- Methods of identifying, type and location, of bear issues
- A member contacted WildSafe BC to discuss different programs that municipalities
can take part in (possibly join others), continuing to educate public about Village
bylaws and properly storing garbage and organic bins on non-collection days
- Keeping all bear attractants away
- For damaged bins due to bears, possibly charge additional fees to replace/fix or fine
residents
- Staff to possibly provide a report regarding bins damaged by bears on noncollection days
- There is currently good information on Village website
- Members to speak with neighbours and/or peers to research how much of a problem
bears are within their neighbourhood.
Action item:

Grace Bergman to contact Smithrite Disposal to investigate the location of bear
problems within the Village.

Action item:

Coleen Hackinen to contact Conservation Officer Society and request a list of
bear encounters within the Village.

Action item:

Coleen Hackinen to ask staff about waste collection at Anmore Green Estates
and Countryside.

Action item:

Chair Weverink to post on his Facebook page the question of who encounters
bears in Anmore on a regular basis.

(b)

Noxious Weed Control

Committee discussed control of noxious weeds on private land. Highlights of discussion
included:
- Focus on “Schedule B” of the BC Weed Control Act
- Follow up with the Village on noxious weed control on private properties
- The Province does not enforce noxious weed control on private land; it can be
enforced through a municipal bylaw
- Invasive plants are a problem, whereas noxious weed are a bigger concern.
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It was MOVED and SECONDED:
“THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT
COUNCIL INSTRUCT THE VILLAGE TO DRAFT A BYLAW
THAT WOULD ALLOW FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE BC
WEED CONTROL ACT AS IT RELATES TO NOXIOUS WEEDS
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.”
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
7.

ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED and SECONDED:
“TO ADJOURN.”
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Certified Correct:

Approved:

________________________________
Christine Milloy
Manager of Corporate Services

________________________________
Councillor Paul Weverink
Chair, Environment Committee
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VILLAGE OF ANMORE
REPORT TO COUNCIL
Date:

August 25, 2016

Submitted by:

Christine Milloy, Manager of Corporate Services

Subject:

Review of Anmore Control Noise Bylaw No. 517-2011

Purpose / Introduction
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information subsequent to my review of Anmore
Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011 with respect to the use of generators on private property.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Optional Resolutions
THAT further to the report dated August 25, 2016 from the Manager of Corporate Services, regarding
review of Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011 related to generator use, Council agrees that no
imminent update to the bylaw is required.
OR
THAT the report dated August 25, 2016 from the Manager of Corporate Services, regarding review of
Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011 related to generator use, be received for information;
AND THAT Council directs Staff to amend the bylaw regarding use of generators on private property for
future Council consideration.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Background
At the Regular Council Meeting held on September 1, 2015, staff was directed to research the Noise
Bylaw regarding the use of generators, per the following recorded action item:
Ask Staff to research and bring forward appropriate changes to the Noise Bylaw regarding the
use of generators in Anmore.
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Discussion
Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011 was adopted by Council on January 8, 2013, and includes
reference to the use of generators under section 11, which reads:
11.

An emergency generator must not be tested more than once per month and for more
than 30 minutes during daytime. An emergency generator must not be tested during
nighttime.

The bylaw defines daytime as the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., and defines nighttime as the
hours between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
Prohibited sound levels are noted in the bylaw under section 4, which reads:
4.

No person shall make, cause, or permit to be made or caused, anywhere in the
municipality, any noise or sound which disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest,
enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the neighbourhood or of persons in the vicinity;
and further,
(a)

Daytime noise shall not exceed 80 decibels as detected by a sound level meter at
the point of reception; and

(b)

Nighttime noise shall not exceed 50 decibels as detected by a sound level meter
at the point of reception;

Prior to adoption of the bylaw, Staff researched other municipal noise regulation bylaws with respect to
language regarding generator use, in addition to reviewing acceptable decibel levels for all potential
instances of noise related activities. The intent of section 11 was, and is, to address emergency testing of
generators. No additional language was included respective of specific use due to awareness of the need
for private use of a generator in an emergency situation such as a power outage.
In fall 2015, one resident contacted Staff to express concern regarding use of a generator by their
neighbour throughout all hours of the day and night during a power outage. The resident subsequently
appeared at a Regular Council Meeting on September 1, 2015 to express similar concerns to Council,
and suggested that an amendment be made to the noise bylaw to restrict the number of hours and time
periods for the use of the generator. Following those comments, Council directed Staff to conduct
related research and bring forward appropriate changes to the noise bylaw.
Through discussions amongst Staff, it was learned that there are no known instances in the Village
where a resident makes use of a generator for personal use outside of an emergency situation. Staff
agree that a power outage is one example of an emergency that may warrant the need for a private
generator to be in use for all, or part, of a 24 hour period until power is restored to a house. Depending
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on the needs of a resident, a generator could be required to power lights, heaters, fans, medical
equipment, water pump, sump pump, small appliances, radios, electronics, etc. Any of these examples
could be the basis for acceptable 24-hour usage of a generator until an emergency situation has been
restored.
Staff will review any similar future complaints on an individual basis, however, a blanket restriction in
the noise bylaw to limit generator use by a resident in an emergency situation would be prohibitive, due
to potential life-saving features that a generator provides, such as power for heating, water and sump
pumps, and for medical equipment.
It is recommended that no further research or amendment to Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 5172011 be made at this time.

Attachments:
1. Anmore Noise Control Bylaw No. 517-2011

Prepared by:

signature on file
Christine Milloy
Manager of Corporate Services
Reviewed for Form and Content / Approved for Submission to Council:
Chief Administrative Officer’s Comment/Concurrence

signature on file

_____________________________________
Chief Administrative Officer
Corporate Review

Initials

Building & Bylaws
Public Works
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