COMMUNITY UPDATE

September 1, 2020

ANMORE, BELCARRA
Trustee: Kerri Palmer Isaak , KPalmerIsaak@sd43.bc.ca

I know this is a stressful time for families in our communities. I wanted to share this information
with you about our school re-start. I welcome your questions, concerns, and feedback. We are trying
very hard to deliver learning options to support all families.

Teaching & Learning
We are striving to provide /lexible learning opportunities
that support our students.
Parent Op*ons
As we prepare for 2020–2021, we know that our students need access to high-quality
instruc@on. In-class instruc@on is available and safe for students and staﬀ as it aligns
with the Provincial Health Oﬃcer’s and Ministry of Educa@on’s guidelines. We do also
recognize that in-class instruc@on might not be appropriate for all families, depending
on their personal circumstances and well-being.
During these challenging @mes, School District #43 acknowledges that individual
needs and circumstances for students and families might necessitate considering
alterna@ve or other learning op@ons. Below is a lis@ng of the op@ons available in the
district. While capacity is limited in our programs, we are working to provide
alterna@ve for students.
In the case of Distributed Learning/Homeschooling op@ons, please be advised that your child's
spot at their home school cannot be held for them for the dura@on of this school year. You may
choose to return to your home school this school year if space allows. Should you want to return
to your home school for the 2021-2022 school year, you will need to contact your home school
principal by April 2, 2021. Students currently registered in a language-based program of choice

•

Our next Board mee@ng is Sept.
8th at 7:00. Many Board
members will be a]ending in
person and the mee@ng will be
presented on Zoom as well.
Please see our SD43 site for
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will need to assure they maintain the language skills for the program they are registered in. This
may require a language assessment upon your return to the program for the 2021-2022 school
year.
The following Learning Op@ons are available to discuss with your school principal:

School-Based Gradual Transition Supports (K-8)

We understand that some families are concerned about the restart of school and want their
child to return to face to face instruc@on but need some @me to gradually return their child to
school.
While we would like to all students to meet their classroom teacher on Monday, September
14th and to be in a]endance, we understand some families may want more @me or will be
more comfortable with a slower, more gradual start. While schools are unable to provide the
same level of ﬂexibility as they did in June (all school-based teachers will be working with
students face to face 5 days a week), we do want to provide families the ﬂexibility to start at a
pace that matches their family’s needs.
School principals will work with families to provide a gradual restart for this September as
families require.
The school district is dedica@ng resources to develop some grade-level learning supports and
tutorials that schools can send home to support their child while they transi@on back into inclass learning. While the materials will not be teacher-speciﬁc or necessarily in pace with your
child ‘s classroom teacher, they will help support a child’s learning.
Parents will need to be able to support their child’s learning while they are at home. Your child
will retain their school-based classroom placement; and, on the days and @mes that your child
a]ends school, they will par@cipate in the classroom/learning group. The amount of parental
@me needed to support your child is propor@onal to the amount of @me your child a]ends
classes.
The goal will be to increase your child’s classroom @me as families’ situa@ons evolve. While this
is a short-term solu@on, it does provide families more @me to transi@on back to regular school
or to make other educa@onal arrangements that be]er match their family needs.
Supports would be mostly in English and based on the B.C. Ministry of Educa@on curriculum.
Therefore, parents in language-based programs would need to ensure that their child’s
language skills regarding the program of choice they are in, are fostered while they are learning
at home. A gradual return will not impact a child’s language skills but a long-term prolonged
absence from a program of choice would require families to reassess enrolment in a program
of choice, as language acquisi@on is the core founda@on of the program.
Parents would work with their school principal and classroom teacher to develop a @meline for
their return. Families would need to inform the principal of this approach and their desire for a
gradual return to maintain their classroom placement.
This approach is not a remote learning program but is rather a way to support a student’s selfpaced return to regular in-class instruc@on.
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These curricular supports will take @me to establish but we hope to have things up and running
in mid-September. You would however s@ll inform your school principal now of your plans so
we could begin planning.

Distributed Learning: Encompass K-9

School District #43 is currently trying to expand its Encompass K-9 capacity for
enrolment. When supported transi@ons at the school level do not meet a student’s
needs, distributed learning is a poten@al op@on. The program is largely dependent on
at-home support with limited face-to-face contact with teachers. It is an online
program grounded in the BC Curriculum. We provide programming in English only
and not in Programs of Choice (French Immersion, Montessori, Mandarin, etc.).
Students registering in this program will no longer be registered in their home school
as Encompass becomes your home school.

Distributed Learning: COL 10-12

Online learning for grades 10 -12 is an op@on for students who need ﬂexibility to
learn from any loca@on or at @mes that work best for them. Coquitlam Open
Learning (COL) is currently working to expand capacity.
Teachers are available for support when requested, though the teacher may or may
not be available for real-@me support.
Students can sign up for individual classes as a supplement to those they’re enrolled
but cannot sign up for courses s@ll in their schedule at other Coquitlam high schools.
We can oﬀer full-@me online learning; however, we start students with 2 courses at a
@me and add more either when courses are completed or when students are showing
success in both courses and desire a third course. Students enrolling in our expanded
COL 10-12 learning op@on as an alterna@ve to in-class learning at school will be
unable to cross-enrol in both programs.
We encourage students to complete courses on a schedule planned with teachers.
We recommend a pace faster than 10 months, but we make accommoda@ons as
needed. Teachers and academic advisors from our online learning program are
available to discuss scheduling op@ons.
Access to digital devices and internet connec@on is required. Loans of district
computers may be possible on a case-by-case basis.
We will work to add spaces in course based on our ability to resource them.

Homeschooling
Parents may choose to homeschool. Homeschooling does not involve a student’s
school and is the sole responsibility of the parent. Importantly, choosing to
homeschool means remaining registered at your neighbourhood school for Ministry
tracking purposes. The school, however, provides no instruc@onal support.
Homeschooling is not:
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•
•
•

supervised by a BC-cer@ﬁed teacher
required to meet provincial standards
inspected by the Ministry of Educa@on

Homeschooling is an alterna@ve method of teaching oﬀered outside the B.C.
educa@onal system. More informa@on can be located here: h]ps://www2.gov.bc.ca/
gov/content/educa@on-training/k-12/support/classroom-alterna@ves/homeschooling

Hospital-Homebound

Parents with children who are medically diagnosed with immunosuppression may
qualify for hospital-homebound support. During Phase 2 of the BC Restart Program,
families who provide documenta@on from a specialist/physician aﬃrming
immunocompromised status are eligible for hospital-homebound.
Immunosuppression is a medical diagnosis. Informa@on from the Ministry of Health
and BCCDC regarding immunosuppression can be located here:
h]p://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID-19-IS-Children-FAQBCCH.pdf
h]p://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19-easing-socialdistrancing-IS-children.pdf

Please remember that your school principal and your classroom teacher are the best place to
start with questions and concerns. The www.sd43.bc.ca website is updated regularly with
announcements from the Ministry of Education and the Provincial Health Authority. Please feel
free to contact me at anytime with questions and concerns.
Take Care of Each Other and Be Safe , Kerri Palmer Isaak School Trustee Anmore Belcarra
KPalmerIsaak@sd43.bc.ca
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